THE   GENESIS    OF    DISEASE

courts, the House of Lords, the Catholic Church and similar in-
stitutions. When more and more clothing was factory-made and
it became possible to produce very attractive dresses for little
money, class distinction in clothing vanished almost entirely.

The emancipation of women, the fact that they took an increas-
ing part in the process of production, in sports and other occupa-
tions which used to be the exclusive domain of the male sex, had
a profound influence on clothing. Matters went so far that women
at times even discarded the traditional tropical dress and adopted
the arctic mode, wearing pyjamas, slacks and even shorts.

Once clothing was no longer a symbol of class distinction, its
sexual function became more pronounced. Since variatio delectat
in sexual matters too, feminine fashion throughout the democratic
era was a constantly shifting endeavor to conceal and reveal the
back, breasts, arms, legs and thighs. According to whether women
wished to appear feminine or boyish, secondary sexual character-
istics were accentuated or minimized. Women in Manet's paint-
ings wear the bustle or faux-cul, an ingenious device that put great
emphasis on natural rotundities which today are compressed in
girdles worn chiefly for the benefit of the silk and rubber indus-
tries.

In recent years the development of such a reactionary move-
ment as Fascism has had interesting repercussions on the costume.
Since it is a men's movement that would like to relegate women to
the kitchen, it has affected only the men's way of dressing. The
tendency to regiment the population and to divide it into two main
groups, leaders and led, has resulted in the adoption of uniform
party shirts. Since Fascism is antidemocratic and hierarchical, it
endeavors to clothe as many people as possible in uniforms with
insignia of rank, very much as was the case in czarist Russia. The
nationalistic trend of Fascism, finally, is responsible for a virtual
renaissance of national folk costumes among the peasant popula-
tion.
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